
Palouse News
Moscow is Ready For 100% Clean 
Renewable Energy!
by Al Poplawsky 
 
   Well it’s pretty clear that we have a problem – a really 
big problem!  The 2018 National climate assessment 
as well as the International Panel on Climate Change 
have recently concluded that human civilization must 
reduce its output of greenhouse gas pollutants 45% 
by 2030 and completely by 2050 – if we are to have a 
good chance of limiting warming to 1.5C.  Scientists tell 
us that limiting anthropogenic warming to 1.5C should 
avoid the worst potential effects of climate change, 
and the largest economy and most powerful nation in 
the world must lead in this effort if there is to be any 
chance of success.  
Roughly one third of U.S. greenhouse gas production 
comes from electrical generation, one third from the 
transportation sector, and the remainder from every-
thing else including the heating and cooling of our 
buildings.  The Sierra Club approach to solving the 
problem is to first clean up our electrical generation.  
In the last ten years the Beyond Coal campaign has 
been integral to the progress made in the shutdown, or 
scheduled shutdown of over half of the U.S. coal-fired, 
electrical generation plants.  Natural gas must be next.  
As we cleanup our electrical generation we must also 
convert our transportation sector to electricity.  Thus, 
as our electrical generation gets cleaner so does our 
transportation sector.  

   Although we certainly applaud the efforts of those 
lobbying Congress for a gradually increasing fee on fossil 
fuels, it is painfully apparent that the climate emergency 
can’t wait for federal action. Especially on this day when 
our President formally started the process of withdrawing 
from the Paris Climate Agreement.  This is where other 
government municipalities and the Sierra Club’s Ready 
For 100 campaign come in.  RF100 helps cities and other 
municipalities commit to and achieve 100% clean, 
renewable energy by specific dates.  Common goals are 

Al Hodgdon
In tribute

  The local community was 
saddened to learn of Al 
Hodgdon’s unexpected 
passing in late September 
while he was on a trip to 
Maine.  Al was a long time 
member of the Palouse 
Group Executive Committee, 
and we thank him mightily 
for all the contributions he 
made to our group over 
the years.  His commitment 
t o  c o n s e r v a t i o n  w a s 
admirable and always 
greatly appreciated.  I can recall more than once Al’s 
response to a conservation concern being “sue the 
bastards” – and we did!  Al was dependable - some-
one you could always count on to be there to help out.   
Fellow rock climber Jim Crosslin says, “I’ve known lots 
of people in my lifetime and Al was one of a very few 
whose decisions regarding my welfare and safety I 
would trust with my life.”  Al was an all-around great 
guy and will be sorely missed. In early November the 
Palouse Group and friends planted a six foot Douglas 
f ir  tree along Paradise Creek in Pullman, in Al’s 
memory.  
  Afterwards, we retired to Rico’s for Al’s favorite 
refreshment, PBR.  Jim’s fitting farewell, “Climb on old 
buddy, you’re on belay.”     
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100% clean electricity by 2030 and then all other 
energy coming from clean renewable sources by 2050.  
These goals apply to city operations and the rest of the 
community as well. Over 100 cities in the U.S. (including 
Boise) and five states, including Washington, have made
such commitments.  Fully one-quarter of the U.S. 
population lives in areas which have committed to 
clean renewable energy, and six U.S. cities have already 
achieved their goals!  It’s time for Moscow and the rest of 
Idaho to join the movement.  
     Moscow started down the path of reducing CO2 
emissions with a city operations energy audit and a 2013 
commitment to reduce city emissions 20% by 2020.  This 
is a start.  We have recently proposed the RF100 goals to 
the Moscow Sustainable Environment Commission and 
they are on board with the idea.  The next steps will be to 
educate the community on the urgency of setting RF100 
goals and then interaction with city councilors and the 
Mayor on the issue.  Please contact me if you think you 
can contribute to this effort.  (alpopsky@gmail.com)



snowshoeing through the gorgeous forest in the area. All 
participants are responsible for bringing their own gear, 
including extra clothing, lunch and refreshments.
   If you are staying Saturday night at the lodge you can 
check in a little before 10:00 am to unload your gear and 
warm up before we meet outing participants in the parking 
lot. We will return to the Lodge in late afternoon, then 
have time to rest or get together for happy hour, 
followed by dinner and an evening program.
  There will be a vegetarian option for the dinner buffet. 
Breakfast will also be served on Sunday January 26 
before checkout. The one night stay with meals is $75 
per person. Full-day access to the Lodge on Saturday 
plus dinner is $45 per person for people not staying 
overnight. Day use of the lodge with no evening meal 
is $35 per person. Participants are also welcome to stay 
Friday evening at the lodge for an additional $75.
  Since this is an official Sierra Club Outing, trip 
participants will need to sign a waiver. We will distribute 
a contact list of participants to help you coordinate plans 
and in case you want to arrange carpools.
   Required reservations can be made by contacting 
Brett Haverstick at foc@friendsoftheclearwater.org or by 
phone at208-882-9755.  Brett can also be contacted for 
any further questions.  Please make your reservations as 
soon as is convenient.  The final deadline is January 18th.
   The Palouse Divide Lodge offers a gift shop, lodging, 
lounge and fireplace. Owners Lane & Shirley Hathaway 
are lovely hosts. We hope you can join us at the Palouse 
Divide Lodge with its beautiful white pines, ski trails and 
vistas!

Palouse Divide Lodge

Annual Winter Outing 
Palouse Divide Lodge - Jan 25-26, 2020 
   
   Join the Palouse Group of the Sierra Club and Friends 
of the Clearwater for our 2020 Winter Outing on January 
25th and 26th at the Palouse Divide Lodge! You can join 
us to cross-country ski or snowshoe by meeting in the 
parking lot of the Lodge at 10:00 am on Saturday Janu-
ary 25. Or if you would rather enjoy the day on your own, 
inside the Lodge or outside, feel free to join us for dinner 
and an evening program. Dinner begins around 5:00 pm.
   If you’re participating in one of the group outings, we 
will head out to the trails after the initial morning check-
in and spend a good part of the afternoon skiing or 

Nimiipuu River Rendezvous 
(Free the Snake)
  The idea of a water-based protest aimed at raising 
awareness of the wild salmon and steelhead extinction 
crisis caused by the four lower Snake River, deadbeat 
dams started around 2015. In October of that year, 
approximately two hundred people paddled to the 
base of Lower Granite Dam with chants of, “Free the 
Snake.” Participants enjoyed the event so much that 
organizers decided to keep it going. For the past five 
years such an event has occurred, and this year  the 
Nimiipuu River Rendezvous took place on September 
20 - 22 at Hells Gate State Park in Lewiston.  Sierra 
Club has been a co-sponsor of these events from the 
beginning.
   Under warm sunny skies, about two hundred people 
launched their canoes, kayaks, rafts and SUP’s into the 
reservoir (also known as the Snake River) between 
Lewiston, ID. and Clarkston, WA. near Hells Gate State 
Park. More boats, including hand-carved tribal canoes, 
simultaneously entered the water near Asotin, WA. 
Everyone eventually met on the slack water, approxi-
mately two hundred fifty individuals in total, to pray 
for and honor the return of a free-flowing lower Snake 
River. It was a beautiful sight.
   Besides the water festivities, there was also a lot of 
other programming that took place on land through-
out the weekend. Thanks to the Nimiipuu Protecting 
the Environment and members of the Nez Perce Tribe 
for coordinating drummers, dancers and speakers. The 
film, “A Healing Journey: The Nimiipuu Canoe Project” 

was also very inspirational and well done. 
   The second film screened at the event was, “Dammed 
to Extinction.” This documentary focuses on the “four 
obsolete lower Snake River dams and the thousands of 
miles of river access they block.” Removing these dams 
“will save money, salmon and orcas.” Thank you to Ste-
ven Hawley and Michael Peterson for allowing organiz-
ers to show their film. 

   EarthJustice, Save our Wild Salmon and other event 
sponsors and organizers also deserve acknowledge-
ment for putting together the program. Not to be for-
gotten, Judy Oatman of the Nez Perce Tribe fed the 
crowd again at the rendezvous! When the river is re-
stored and the salmon are recovered, it will be a great 
day for all species. Free the Snake! 



Palouse Group Sierra Club - Get Involved!

1.   Our group governing body has an opening.  Come to a    
     meeting and see if you might be interested in contributing.
2.  We participate in a Drive Electric event every September 
     and could use help with it.  What better way to learn 
     how you can ditch your dirty ICE?
3.   We sponsor a Wild and Scenic Film Festival in January.  
      If films are your forte we can use your help.
4.   We are planning a Ready For 100 campaign for Moscow.  
      You can help with this, or we can help you spearhead 
      one for your town on the Palouse.
5.   We also work with local non-profits to host other 
      community events and field outings.
For meeting info:  Al Poplawsky - alpopsky@gmail.com

Palouse Group Sierra Club
www.facebook.com/pgsc1

palouse.sierra.club@gmail.com
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NEEDED: BOARD MEMBERS.  

   We have dwindled to three Palouse Group Board mem-
bers.  This puts us in a serious situation considering our 
bylaws require five. Please, PLEASE consider joining us 
on the Board.  It will take you on average less than one 
hour/week.  Al Poplawsky <alpopsky@gmail.com>
PS. We have a great time at our 3x/year meetings at the 
Garden Lounge where other members usually show up!

It’s Baaaaack!!!  Save the Date

   Yes, after playing to a sold-out crowd last year, the 
Wild and Scenic Film Festival will return to the Kenworthy
Performing Arts Centre on January 24 for a night of 
action-packed and thought-provoking short films. If you 
missed out last year, then you now the importance of 
buying your tickets on-line in advance. So, mark your 
calendar now and watch our Facebook page for ticket 
announcements.

   The University of Idaho recently affirmed part of its 
2016 strategic plan by taking action: ”Sustainability is
 identified as one of our five core values. Another 
commitment we’ve made is the climate action plan which 
took a comprehensive look at our institution’s carbon 
footprint and committed us to trying to achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2030.”
   Today, a new student-led University of Idaho (U of I) 
Sustainability Center project is bringing the first solar 
array to the U of I Campus.  With your help, this project 
will see the installation of 393 photovoltaic solar panels 
and yield 145kW of renewable energy!

   Together with Facilities, the Sustainability Center, and 
ASUI the project has raised 56% of the capital needed. 
The Palouse Group of the Sierra Club is pleased to be-
come a ‘Solar Champion’ in the crowdfunding initiative, 
and encourages other groups or individuals to join in as 
well with a financial donation of any amount.    
Visit: https://uandigive.uidaho.edu/project/16664
   For more information contact Jeannie Matheison, 
Director, U of I Sustainability Center at 208-885-0126, at 
jeanniem@uidaho.edu; or Marc Compton, Mechanical 
Engineer, U of I Facilities at compton@uidaho.edu or 
208-885-7350.

BEYOND THE RIGHT THING TO DO: 
THE VALUE OF FUNDING SOLAR IN HIGHER EDUCATION
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