
PICTURES AND STORIES FROM THE NATIONAL STUDENT/PARENT MOCK ELECTION
LATAH COUNTY, IDAHO, OCTOBER 19-20, 2004

Submitted by the League of Women Voters of Moscow
PO Box 9535 

Moscow ID 83843
http://community.palouse.net/lwvm

The League of Women Voters of Moscow sponsored the National Student/Parent Mock
Election in Latah County, Idaho, on October 19th and 20th of 2004.  

Students from grades 1 to 12 were eligible to vote.  There are six school districts in Latah
County and all participated.  Primary students from twelve public and private schools, and secondary
students from seven junior and senior high schools plus one home school association participated in the
election.  There were a total of 1365 primary students and 1514 junior/senior high schools students
who voted on their election days, a total of 2879 students.  

Moscow, Idaho elementary and high school students were bused to a central polling place, the
Latah County Fairgrounds, to cast their votes.  On October 19, high school-aged students from
Moscow voted by precinct (grade) using punch-card voting machines and the same ballots as would be
used in the general election.  The machines were supplied by the Latah County Clerk’s office.  Students
duplicated the same process on their election day as would citizens in the general election—signing the
voting rolls, casting their ballots, receiving an “I voted” sticker.  On October 20th, the elementary-age
students from Moscow were bused to the central polling place and were given age-specific paper
ballots.  Grades 1-3 got Presidential ballots only.  Grades 4-6 got a paper ballot that corresponded to
the ballot in the general election.  They voted at 40 table-top voting booths and ballots were collected
by precinct (school name).   

Schools in other towns in the county held their own mock elections on-site, and results from
their elections were reported to the League of Women Voters of Moscow on October 20.  Final results
were tabulated for all the offices as well as the NSPME issues ballot.  The results were posted on the
LWV Moscow website for public access.  

Three newspapers covered the Mock Election.  There were over 40 volunteers helping on the
election days.  

October 19, 2004

High Schools students from
Moscow, Idaho vote on punch-
card voting machines at the Latah
County Fairgrounds in the
NSPME.  

501 senior high school students
used the same voting machines
with the same ballot that will be
used in the General Election.
  
1013  junior/senior high school
students from other towns in the
county voted at their own schools
with a paper ballot.  
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October 19, 2004

The results of the votes on the
candidates were of course of great
interest to the students and to the
community as a whole.  

But besides voting on the
candidates, the high schools
students also had the opportunity
to vote on the NSPME Issues
Ballot.  

545 issues ballots were cast.  The
results were posted on the LWV-
Moscow website.  It was the first
time since 1996 when Mock
Election was first held in Latah
County that the newspapers
covered the results of the issues
ballots.  

October 20, 2004

Moscow, Idaho elementary school
children vote at the Latah County
Fair-grounds building using table-
top voting booths.

923 elementary students voted at
this central polling place.

442 elementary students voted at
their schools in towns outside of
Moscow in Latah County.  
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October 20, 2004

Picture from the
Lewiston Morning
Tribune of Lewiston,
Idaho
Elementary students
used 2 different
ballots--one for grades
1-3 (Presidential only)
and one for grades 4-
12, which was the
same as the general
election ballot.


Home school students
listen to their mentor
talk about voting.

October 19th 

Susie Schneider, a 6th grade
teacher at Troy Elementary
School in Troy, Idaho, did a
great job in getting her class
and others in the school,
engaged in every aspect of
the voting process.  

Susie would be an excellent
person for National Student
Parent Mock Election to
interview for an article on
Mock Election projects.
Susie can be reached
through the Troy
Elementary School, 208-
835-4261 and is very
willing to talk to anyone
about Mock Election.  


